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RESPONSE 

Sir: 

In response to the Office action of June 17, 2004, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 

REMARKS 

The Examiner has restricted this application to one of two sets of claims relating to 
dispenser inventory monitoring system, Group I (claims 1-12) and Group II (claims 13-24). The 
Applicant notes that each of the claims of the present invention is generally directed to a 
dispenser inventory monitoring system and method. 

There are two criteria for a proper requirement for restriction: (1) the inventions must be 
independent and distinct as claimed; and (2) there must be a serious burden on the Examiner if 
restriction is not required (MPEP §803). The Applicant contends that the Examiner has 
improperly required restriction of the application and respectively traverses the restriction 
requirement because there is no serious burden on the Examiner if restriction is not required. 


